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PART 1. READING COMPREHENSION

Parents to Get Key to Safe Teenage Driving
For generations of teenagers, access to the family car has been a
rare moment of freedom, an opportunity to turn up the stereo and
drive fast without a seatbelt.
But not any more – not, at least, for the offspring of parents who
drive a Ford car.
The US motoring company has announced that it will introduce a
concept called MyKey to its European models next year. The new
cars have a second car key which parents can give to their
children. This key can be programmed with specific limitations for
the vehicle.
The new technology is already on most US Ford models. It gives
a number of options designed to make teenage motoring as safe
as possible. For example, parents can now put a maximum speed limit on the car as well as a
maximum volume on the audio system.
The maximum speed can be set at 120kmph, with the option of a warning noise at 70, 90 or
105kmph. Seatbelt reminders can be louder and more frequent than usual. In addition, the car radio
won’t work until the seatbelt is put on. The low fuel warning can also be made to sound sooner, to
stop young drivers running out of petrol.
In a survey, the Ford company found that American parents welcomed the chance to manage the
behaviour of their teenage children when they first start to drive.
There is, of course, a serious side to the technology because young drivers are statistically far more
likely to be involved in car accidents than older drivers. In the UK 13% of those aged 17 or 18 have a
crash compared to 4.5% of motorists in their 40s.
“The more we can do to encourage safe driving and limit distraction the better,” said Peter Patzelt,
the Ford designer behind MyKey. “With MyKey, parents can set limitations, while still allowing the
freedom of driving a car.”

Original article by Peter Walker, rewritten by Janet Hardy-Gould

Glossary:
Offspring: children
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1.a. Say True / False / Don’t know. Correct the wrong sentences.
1. All cars will have now a new type of key.
..............................................................................................................................................
2. Technology alone won’t reduce car accidents.
..............................................................................................................................................
3. The US company has already made the announcement.
..............................................................................................................................................

2.b. Answer the questions with full sentences using your own words.
1. What is MyKey?
.............................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................. ...............
2. What can parents do to make driving safer?
.............................................................................................................................................. ...............
.............................................................................................................................................. ...............
3. What have statistics shown?
.............................................................................................................................................. ...............
.............................................................................................................................................. ...............
4. Is the system a good idea? Support your answer.
.............................................................................................................................................. ...............
.............................................................................................................................................. ...............
.............................................................................................................................................. ...............
2.c. Write questions for these answers.
1. ......................................................................................................................................... ...............?
Europe.
2 .......................................................................................................................................... ...............?
Next Year.
3............................................................................................................................................ ...............?
120 Kmph.
4............................................................................................................................................ ...............?
The car radio will not work
5............................................................................................................................................ ...............?
Because they can now manage the behaviour of their children when they first start to drive.
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PART 2. USE OF ENGLISH
1. TENSES and VERB FORMS
Read the story about Anne Taylor, a girl aged 16, and fill in the blanks with the correct verb tense or verb form:
Last year Anne Taylor and her parents 1)

(be) on holiday in Miami and on her second

day in that city, she 2)

(invite) to a lovely restaurant by a boy that she

3)_

(meet) the day before. The tables were round a swimming pool and they

4)_

(sit) at one of them, looking at each other’s eyes when, suddenly, she

5)_

(see) her parents 6)

(walk) in. They 7)

(choose)

the same restaurant!
At first she 8)

(not know) what to do and when she 9)

their table, she noticed her father was gone because he 10)

(walk) up to
_(fall) into the swimming pool

that was just behind him!
Anne 11)

(run) to the pool and her father 12)

(help) out of it by some

of the guests.
Ann: Oh Dad! 13

(you / be) all right? What part of your body 14)

(you / hurt)?
Father: Don’t worry. I’m OK. I 15)
But, to be safe, 16)

(think) that the swimming pool was a dance floor.
(never / sit) near a pool again.

Ann: It’s a pity that you 17)

(not / have) your swimming trunks on.

Mother: OK. Let’s hurry to our hotel. Tomorrow 18)

(be) a better day.

2. DETERMINERS
Complete the blanks with a, an, the or - (no article).

Jeanette is 1.
artist and she lives on 2._
Prince Street, in 3._
_village in
4.
_north of England, 5.
United Kingdom. Jeanette enjoys 6._
sports
and
7.
_nature very much so every time she has some free time she goes to 8.
Lake Buttermere with
some friends. They usually have 9.
swim there and relax. She and her friends like travelling so when
they are on holiday, they go to 10.
Mount Pleasant in Dorset to do some trekking or they go to
11._
Channel Islands and explore the area. They usually book 12.
accommodation in
advance because those places are very popular.
When Jeanette and her friends are on holiday, they always go shopping. Last year, Jeanette bought
13._
MP3 player, 14.
jeans and 15.
skateboard for her brother John.
When she was at the airport, 16.
_police stopped her and told her that she had to check
17._
skateboard as it was not allowed to take big objects on the plane. 18.
hour later, she went to
the counter and checked the skateboard before boarding 19.
_plane back 20.
_home.
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3. PREPOSITIONS
Go on reading about Jeanette’s trip last year and complete the text using prepositions.
Jeanette arrived home very early 1)

Sunday morning. As everyone was sleeping, she quietly

went to her brother’s room and she gave the skateboard 2)
woke everyone up and they all came 3)_

him. John was so excited that he

his bedroom 4)

see what was happening. They

all hugged and went to the kitchen to have breakfast. While they were listening 5)_

Jeanette’s

anecdotes from her trip, John interrupted her all the time because he wanted to try the skateboard. She told
her family that the best part of her holiday was when they stayed 6)
help feeding the animals and milking the cows. 7)_

a farm, because they had to

having breakfast, John started skating in their

garage but his mum told him to go to the park instead. John agreed 8)
immediately. When he returned 9)
trip and looking 10)

his mum and left

his house, Jeanette and her parents were still talking about the

the millions of photos she had taken.

4. VERB PATTERNS

My Obsessions with Dolls

As a fifteen-year–old, I used 1). ........................................ (enjoy) 2). .............................................. (collect) dolls. I
remember I would spend hours 3)......................................... (comb) their hair. I would refuse
4)......................................... (do) any other activities, since I found them boring and I couldn’t stop
5)....................................... (think) about my dolls.
Once I took Barbie Butterfly, one of my dolls, to school and, as soon as my classmates noticed I was playing with it,
they burst out laughing and began 6).................................... (make) fun of me. I was so embarrassed that I dropped
it and started 7)..................................... (cry). That day, I forgot 8)................................ (pick) up my Barbie Butterfly
from the floor and lost it forever. I wanted 9)........................................... (my classmates/apologise), but they
wouldn’t, so I promised 10)........................................... (take) revenge.
Of course, I didn’t do them any harm in the end, since I understood I was obsessed with dolls and I was already a
grown-up.
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5. REPORTED SPEECH

Gregory: 1) How did you start in hairdressing?
Melissa: I started in hairdressing when I was eighteen years old. And 2) I’ve always wanted to do it so 3) I started
as a junior in a local salon.
Gregory: And 4) have you worked in a lot of different places?
Melissa: Yes, I have, mainly at Sassoon’s, where I did my training and then where I am now, which is my own
business.
Gregory: 5) How big is the salon you have now? It must be small, right?
Melissa: Yes, it is. It’s very small. 6) It’s divided into two parts. We’ve got a beauty salon and hairdressing.
Gregory: 7) Tell me about the location.
Melissa: It’s a good location in the town centre, next to the cinema.
Gregory: 8) What kind of customers do you have?
Melissa: 9) I believe we have quite a variety of customers. We have the ordinary people, housewives, career
women and famous people.
Gregory: 10) You didn’t mention children. What about them? Do you plan to include them?
Melissa: Not yet. 11) Don’t ask me why. 12) But I will include them in the future. 13) I should open up to
everyone because 14) I want to grow up professionally.

1
2_
3_
4_
5_
6_
7_
8_
9_
10
11
12
13
14
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6. COMPARATIVES AND SUPERLATIVES.
Provide the appropriate word(s) in each blank. You may need an expression:
The cost of living in Roca city is 1)
(low) in Buenos Aires. Housing and food are
2)_

_(cheap) here. Restaurants in Buenos Aires are much 3)

Tourists who have visited Roca usually agree that the food in Roca is 4)
in some of 5)_

(expensive.)
_(good) as the food served

(exclusive) restaurants in Buenos Aires.

Locals generally prefer their home town food rather than the food offered in big cities. María, who lives in Roca, went
to a restaurant in Buenos Aires some time ago. She said that even though the food was 6)…………………… from the one
in her town, she liked it. She also said that she discovered 7)

(nice) little place she had ever been to, in an

alley in Recoleta. It had a large wooden door and several small windows decorated with flower pots and antiques.
8)_
9)_

(good) dish she tried was spaghetti with grilled tomatoes and basil. She said it was splendid! However,
(bad) aspect of this restaurant was the bill: she had to pay $ 450 for quite a simple dish. María says

prices in Roca are definitely 10)

(good) in the capital of our country.

7. CHOOSE THE CORRECT ATERNATIVE
1) President Kennedy
a. were assassinated
b. was assassinated

in 1963 in Dallas, Texas.
c. have been assassinated

2) This morning, divers found the body of
disaster.
a. another
b. others
3) Anna didn’t tell
a. everybody
4) There weren’t
a. some

American sailor drowned during yesterday’s ferry
c. other

about the secret in her family. She wanted to keep it for herself.
b. anybody
c. nobody
chairs for everybody to sit down at the party.
b. much
c. enough

5) Ben asked Jennifer if she wanted to
a. get married
b. married
6) The film tells the
a. true

him.
c. marry

story of a group who survived in the Andes in sub-zero temperatures.
b. truth
c. truthful

7) The teacher explained how the drug works
a. – (no preposition)
b. to

the students.
c. for

8) The bank was
last night but the thieves have already been caught.
a. robbed
b. rob
c. stolen
9) I think I’m going back to the clothes store this afternoon. I liked the red dress
the
saleswoman offered me.
a. who
b. where
c. which
10) If we
in London today, we
be able to go to the concert in Hyde Park.
a. are / will
b. were / would
c. were / will
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8. COMMON ERRORS

Find and correct 15 mistakes in the text. Cross out the wrong words and/or add what is necessary. Do not
rewrite the text:
Kati was a student of English in London, where she stayed with the Bennett family. She has now returned
home. Read the letter she has written to Mr. and Mrs. Bennett.
Szerens u.43
Budapest 1125
Hungary

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Bennett,
I have been home for two weeks now, but when I arrived at home I must start work immediately so this is my first

opportunity to write to you. How are you all? Are you all busy? Is Andrew still worked hard for his exams? I miss you a lot

and also all my friends from my English class. Yesterday, I've received a letter from one of the Greek students I met in

England, Christina. She told about some of the other students. She said me that the Japanese girls Katsida and Yikuko will

write to me this summer. When I was in England, I did a lot of good friends and I enjoyed very much my stay there. I think I

learned a lot of English and also met people from so many different countries! My family is fine. They had a good summer

holiday the last month. We are all very exciting because my brother has decided to got married before Christmas. We

really like his girlfriend, who live in Budapest. They are looking for a flat in my town but it isn't easy and if they don't find

one soon, they will stay with we in my house.
I can't find my red beautiful scarf, which I bought in London. I think I left it in the cupboard

in my bedroom. Could you checked for me? Please write soon. I hope I can come back next year. My stay with

you was a wonderful experience for me. I learned so many things!

Goodbye,
Kati
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KEY
1.a. Say True / False / Don’t know. Correct the wrong sentences.
1. All cars will have now a new type of key. FALSE (only European models)
..............................................................................................................................................
2. Technology alone won’t reduce car accidents. DON’T KNOW
..............................................................................................................................................
3. The US company has already made the announcement. TRUE
..............................................................................................................................................
Question making:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

When will the new technology/my key be introduced?
Where will the US motoring company introduce my key?
How fast will the car go? How fast can the maximum speed be set at?
What will happen / happens if teenagers don’t wear the seatbelt?
Why did parents welcome My Key/the new technology?

PART 2. USE OF ENGLISH - KEY
1. TENSES and VERB FORMS
Read the story about Anne Taylor, a girl aged 16, and fill in the blanks with the correct verb tense or verb form:
Last year Anne Taylor and her parents 1) _______were_____ (be) on holiday in Miami and on her second day in that
city, she 2) __was invited___ (invite) to a lovely restaurant by a boy that she 3)___had met__ (meet) the day before.
The tables were round a swimming pool and they 4)_were sitting_ (sit) at one of them, looking at each other’s eyes
when, suddenly, she 5)___saw___ (see) her parents 6) __walked/walking__ (walk) in. They 7) ___had chosen__
(choose) the same restaurant!
At first she 8) _didn’t know__ (not know) what to do and when she 9) __was walking (walk) up to their table, she
noticed her father was gone because he 10) _had fallen ____(fall) into the swimming pool that was just behind him!
Anne 11) _ran___ (run) to the pool and her father 12) ___was helped__ (help) out of it by some of the guests.
Ann: Oh Dad! 13 __are you__ (you / be) all right? What part of your body 14) _have you hurt_ (you / hurt)?
Father: Don’t worry. I’m OK. I 15) _thought_ (think) that the swimming pool was a dance floor. But, to be safe, 16)
_I’ll never sit (never / sit) near a pool again.
Ann: It’s a pity that you 17) __don’t have__ (not / have) your swimming trunks on.
Mother: OK. Let’s hurry to our hotel. Tomorrow 18) is going to be/ will be___ (be) a better day.
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2. DETERMINERS
Complete the blanks with a, an, the or - (no article).
Jeanette is 1.___an___ artist and she lives on 2.____--___ Prince Street, in 3.____a__village in 4.__the__north of England,
5.__the__United Kingdom. Jeanette enjoys 6.__--__ sports and 7.__--__nature very much so every time she has some free
time she goes to 8.__--__Lake Buttermere with some friends. They usually have 9.__a__ swim there and relax. She and her
friends like travelling so when they are on holiday, they go to 10. __--__ Mount Pleasant in Dorset to do some trekking or
they go to 11._the__Channel Islands and explore the area. They usually book 12. __--__ accommodation in advance
because those places are very popular.
When Jeanette and her friends are on holiday, they always go shopping. Last year, Jeanette bought 13.__an____MP3
player, 14. __--__ jeans and 15. __a__ skateboard for her brother John. When she was at the airport, 16. ___the___police
stopped her and told her that she had to check 17.__the_skateboard as it was not allowed to take big objects on the plane.
18. An__ hour later, she went to the counter and checked the skateboard before boarding 19. __the__plane back 20. ___-__home.

3. PREPOSITIONS
Go on reading about Jeanette’s trip last year and complete the text using prepositions.

Jeanette arrived home very early 1) on__ Sunday morning. As everyone was sleeping, she quietly went to her brother’s room and she
gave the skateboard 2) __to___ him. John was so excited that he woke everyone up and they all came 3)__into_ his bedroom 4)
__to_ see what was happening. They all hugged and went to the kitchen to have breakfast. While they were listening 5)__to__
Jeanette’s anecdotes from her trip, John interrupted her all the time because he wanted to try the skateboard. She told her family that
the best part of her holiday was when they stayed 6) _on_ a farm, because they had to help feeding the animals and milking the cows.
7)__After__ having breakfast, John started skating in their garage but his mum told him to go to the park instead. John agreed 8)
__with__ his mum and left immediately. When he returned 9) _to___ his house, Jeanette and her parents were still talking about the
trip and looking 10) _at__ the millions of photos she had taken.

4. VERB PATTERNS

My Obsessions with Dolls
As a fifteen-year–old, I used 1). .........to enjoy.............. (enjoy) 2). .collecting............ (collect) dolls. I remember I would
spend hours 3)...combing........... (comb) their hair. I would refuse 4)....to do............ (do) any other activities, since I found
them boring and I couldn’t stop 5)...thinking...... (think) about my dolls.
Once I took Barbie Butterfly, one of my dolls, to school and, as soon as my classmates noticed I was playing with it, they
burst out laughing and began 6)........making... (make) fun of me. I was so embarrassed that I dropped it and started 7)....to
cry/crying....... (cry). That day, I forgot 8).....to pick........... (pick) up my Barbie Butterfly from the floor and lost it forever. I
9
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wanted 9)....my classmates to apologise..... (my classmates/apologise), but they wouldn’t, so I promised 10)...to take......
(take) revenge.
Of course, I didn’t do them any harm in the end, since I understood I was obsessed with dolls and I was already a grown-up.

5. REPORTED SPEECH

Gregory: 1) How did you start in hairdressing?
Melissa: I started in hairdressing when I was eighteen years old. And 2) I’ve always wanted to do it so 3) I started as a
junior in a local salon.
Gregory: And 4) have you worked in a lot of different places?
Melissa: Yes, I have, mainly at Sassoon’s, where I did my training and then where I am now, which is my own business.
Gregory: 5) How big is the salon you have now? It must be small, right?
Melissa: Yes, it is. It’s very small. 6) It’s divided into two parts. We’ve got a beauty salon and hairdressing.
Gregory: 7) Tell me about the location.
Melissa: It’s a good location in the town centre, next to the cinema.
Gregory: 8) What kind of customers do you have?
Melissa: 9) I believe we have quite a variety of customers. We have the ordinary people, housewives, career women and
famous people.
Gregory: 10) You didn’t mention children. What about them? Do you plan to include them?
Melissa: Not yet. 11) Don’t ask me why. 12) But I will include them in the future. 13) I should open up to everyone
because 14) I want to grow up professionally.

1 G. asked M. how she had started in hairdressing
2 M said that she had always wanted to do it/that
3 M said that she had started as a junior in a local salon
4 G asked M if she had worked in a lot of different places
5 G asked M how big the salon she has now was
6 M said that it was divided into two parts
7 G asked M to tell him about its/the location
8 G asked M to tell him what kind of customers she had
9 M said she believed they had quite a variety of customers
10 G told M that she hadn’t mentioned children
11 M asked G not to ask her why
12 M said that she would include them in the future
1
0
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13 M said she should open up to everyone
14 M said she wanted to grow up professionally

6. COMPARATIVES AND SUPERLATIVES.
Provide the appropriate word(s) in each blank. You may need an expression:
The cost of living in Roca city is 1) ___lower than___ (low) in Buenos Aires. Housing and food are 2)___cheaper___(cheap) here.
Restaurants in Buenos Aires are much 3)___more expensive___ (expensive.) Tourists who have visited Roca usually agree that
the food in Roca is 4)_as good___(good) as the food served in some of 5)_the most exclusive__(exclusive) restaurants in Buenos
Aires.
Locals generally prefer their home town food rather than the food offered in big cities. María, who lives in Roca, went to a
restaurant in Buenos Aires some time ago. She said that even though the food was 6) different from the one in her town, she liked
it. She also said that she discovered 7)_the nicest_ (nice) little place she had ever been to, in an alley in Recoleta. It had a large
wooden door and several small windows decorated with flower pots and antiques. 8)The best_ (good) dish she tried was spaghetti
with grilled tomatoes and basil. She said it was splendid! However, 9)the worst_ (bad) aspect of this restaurant was the bill: she
had to pay $ 450 for quite a simple dish. María says prices in Roca are definitely 10) _better than__ (good) in the capital of our
country.

7. CHOOSE THE CORRECT ATERNATIVE
1) President Kennedy _______________________ in 1963 in Dallas, Texas.
a. were assassinated

b. was assassinated

c. have been assassinated

2) This morning, divers found the body of ________________ American sailor drowned during yesterday’s ferry disaster.
a. another
b. others
c. other
3) Anna didn’t tell ________________ about the secret in her family. She wanted to keep it for herself.
a. everybody
b. anybody
c. nobody
4) There weren’t ________________ chairs for everybody to sit down at the party.
a. some
b. much
c. enough
5) Ben asked Jennifer if she wanted to _________________ him.
a. get married
b. married
c. marry
6) The film tells the _____________ story of a group who survived in the Andes in sub-zero temperatures.
a. true
b. truth
c. truthful
7) The teacher explained how the drug works _______ the students.
a. – (no preposition)
b. to
c. for
8) The bank was _________________last night but the thieves have already been caught.
a. robbed
b. rob
c. stolen
1
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9) I think I’m going back to the clothes store this afternoon. I liked the red dress _______________ the saleswoman
offered me.
a. who
b. where
c. which
10) If we ____________ in London today, we ____________ be able to go to the concert in Hyde Park.
a. are / will
b. were / would
c. were / will

8. COMMON ERRORS

Szerens u.43
Budapest 1125
Hungary

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Bennett,
I have been home for two weeks now, but when I arrived at home I must had to start work immediately so this is my first opportunity
to write to you. How are you all? Are you all busy? Is Andrew still worked working hard for his exams? I miss you a lot and also all
my friends from my English class. Yesterday, I've received a letter from one of the Greek students I met in England, Christina. She
told me about some of the other students. She said told me that the Japanese girls Katsida and Yikuko will write to me this summer.
When I was in England, I did made a lot of good friends and I enjoyed very much my stay there very much. I think I learned a lot of
English and also met people from so many different countries! My family is fine. They had a good summer holiday the last month.
We are all very exciting excited because my brother has decided to got get married before Christmas. We really like his girlfriend,
who lives in Budapest. They are looking for a flat in my town but it isn't easy and if they don't find one soon, they will stay with we
us in my house.
I can't find my beautiful red beautiful scarf, which I bought in London. I think I left it in the cupboard in my bedroom. Could you
checked for me? Please write soon. I hope I can come back next year. My stay with you was a wonderful experience for me. I learned
so many things!
Goodbye,
Kati

1
2

