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IPAgraphy
INTRODUCTION
What is IPA?

IPA stands for INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ASSOCIATION. It is an international association
established in 1887 in Paris. The aim of the IPA is to promote the scientific study of the
sound systems of the world’s languages.

What is the IPA phonetic alphabet?

The international phonetic alphabet is a set of symbols which represent the speech sounds
used by speakers all over the world. These speech sounds are represented by means of the
IPA phonetic symbols. Using the IPA alphabet makes it possible to represent the different
sound qualities and to compare them with greater precision.

What is IPAgraphy?

IPAgraphy is a term we have coined for this booklet and stands for “calligraphy of the IPA
phonetic symbols”.

What is the aim of this booklet?

This booklet aims at helping students get used to a clear and accurate transcription of the
IPA phonetic symbols.

Each of the symbols you will find in the exercises represents one and only one English
SOUND, with a unique quality. That’s why it is so important to write the symbol with its
exact shape. A different shape might represent a different sound.

How is the booklet organised?

The first section — Tracing phonetic symbols — consists of the presentation of each of the
English sounds of speech in a real English word. The word is presented by means of a picture
and its spelling. Next to it, you will find dotted lines and arrows that will guide you in the
process of drawing the phonetic symbol accurately. Finally, you will make the phonetic
transcription of the word.
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The second section — Transcribing words — consists of the transcription of other English
words containing the symbol in focus. In this case, you should repeat the transcription of
the word as many times as necessary to complete the line.

The third section — Choosing the correct option — aims at warning students about what they
should NOT do when transcribing ordinary spelling into phonetic symbols. In this regard, we

would like to share some tips with you:

v Pay attention to the position of the symbol with respect to the line — check whether
the symbol should go above or below the line and make sure the symbol does not
go beyond the upper ling, so that it doesn’t overlap with other symbols you wrote.

v" Don’t use capital letters when transcribing phonetic symbols. Remember that
phonetic symbols represent sounds in oral speech (capital letters are of no use in
speech). Capital letters, as well as punctuation marks, are tools used in writing.

v' Don’t forget to mark stresses in words that have more than one syllable. The stress
mark should be placed before the stressed syllable, as in the word phonetic

/fa'netik/.

v" Make sure you don’t mix up ordinary spelling with phonetic symbols.

prblm f v

| pen T bin | man || fish T vest |
t - di=al o e

& toe T door It note I think T there :
k TglETl s | z

| key 1 gl | ring I zip |
T IR

| leaf | rat | hat || shoe Ttelevision
wljl2]|ttds

| watch | year | button || chair T jam

Let’s get started!

Hancock, McD. (2017). Pronunciation Workouts PronPack 1.
p.. 15. Chester, UK: Hancock McDonald ELT.
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TRACING PHONETIC SYMBOLS

1) PURE VOWELS: Complete the chart below.

Guess Look at the Dot the Phonetic Draw the Transcribe
Spelling Phonetic Symbol Symbol Phonetic Symbol the Word
S .
N P
sh A : .

= 1 fpt
© T ) [Ihep]

N S T
e te1/
h t_CL_ .‘ .................... [h .......... t /
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VR i iy | o T G A
¥, Py
m : | U_ ....... .................... /m .......... r.‘/
ymu* U ...................... /1 .......... / .....
i SR
Nl l: ....... " . [b ...................... I Il
™ | —
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2) DIPHTHONGS: Complete the chart below.

Guess Look at the Dot the Draw the Transcribe
Spelling Phonetic Symbol Phonetic Phonetic Symbol the Word
Symbol
... bl L L L .o.;.oc
.C... eevcsece
.................... : : I Y A AU R |
al o [bkf
.0....0. IO

LA AL LR L)

....... ....‘..I

/b ................. .
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g e | /t ................. / :

I f— | G
.- .................... Ilhd
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Guess

Look at the Dot the Phonetic Draw the Transcribe
Spelling Phonetic Symbol Symbol Phonetic Symbol the Word
« B
.................... $ & » e I T — .
® W 1% In
oo o 0o
| % oo
.................... *® @ NEEEsEEEsEEEEEEEEESES | EEsssEEsssEsssEsssEssssEEEs
__ine
L J
\ :
a
-------------------- ° " EEEEEER mgEm ) L]
. . 3 aa) m
2 | . / 0 W] /
am ... N 3 O L
- LY
4) CONSONANTS: Complete the chart below.
Guess Look at the Dot the Phonetic Draw the Transcribe
Spelling Phonetic Symbol Symbol Phonetic Symbol the Word
oo, |
-------------------- . . EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES [ ERRERRERT] - m
p woe’ e I |
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII . -
@' 300 |iacuassassassasessss | seessesmennennmsnnsnnannann
o
__éen .
®
o
=
: LLLR
p4 °
-4 @
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e\ S
\\y\:f‘\ ........ t ......... ...:..0 ..................... / ......... QI .../..
o8 L :
. — . . IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
gy | %o’
........ d .“E AP (Y A —
_Oor -------------------- ®0@®  |srrsssssssssssssssms
........ k ?o.... /I._:/
gy e L )
{;i;{ :oooo.
- " e r\ ........ g ........ ....:.
qas 7 e
Y N *®
e N [FPPPPPPPP AR ~
_Oat ..‘..
i M P oot WI
......:
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII . EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEND EEEEEEEEEEEEgEEN EEEm
R [xtd
@ -
.................... o °
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e & i L o |
i\ o —
00" S "t
(o]0 1 R
,:‘:‘ - "‘% ......... Z ........ 4 .:':. .
g i
i S e — 1
e N e Vv
< i o M s <11
l@b_? B " ..................... 15T
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S S

|

bei = |cereeceemresseeen
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wi == T el
= ——Lal

4) LET’S GUESS: What words do these pictures represent? How are these words pronounced? The
IPA Chart will help you!

g,
=l A

Y
Al

D

Y
LN

Y

A

N g(N & ox|[ €<

7
N

SRS SR G

A
~

=

@&, oloo] f

>_|
®lr L

Hancock, McD. (2017). Pronunciation Workouts PronPack 1.
p.. 18. Chester, UK: Hancock McDonald ELT.
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TRANSCRIBING WORDS

PURE VOWEL / i! /

[1:/

/thi:8/

PURE VOWEL/ I / °

/

1/

[{ip]

/siks/
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1= 1

[1/

['haepi/

A

/'s1ti/

/'03:1i/

Lphrrti/

A

['kKhantri/

PUREVOWEL/ A /

I[N/

/sAn/

1

/' maAndei/

/'mA0a/

/'IaAndan/

/bas/
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[ee/

/beeg/

[kheet /

71

["dzaekit/

/heet /

/maep/

PURE VOWEL/ Q! /

[a:/

Kha: /

N~

| /]

[ phaik /

[grthar/

71

['fa:da/

['pha:ti/
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[U/

/buks/

/] /

/gud /

[luk/

Khuk /

\5

[p"ut/

PURE VOWEL/ U! /

/uz/

/mu:n /

[p"uil /

/d3u:s/

/spu:n/

/ra'khu:n/
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/u/

[Beenk ju/

[eektiuali /

[eekjupankt{a/

.Jtu ‘eelis /

71 1

['vizual

PURE VOWEL/ D /

/p/

"nk/

\5
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/o]

17

/bo:l /

[spa:t /

[flo:/

/wark/

[thark/

PURE VOWEL/ 3! /

[3:/

/wa3:ld/

/n3:s /

/]

[f3:st/

['pha:fikt /

/s3:/
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Ve

18

PURE VOWEL/ o /

/

[a/

/ba'na:naz/

[palliis /

11 /i

[{uga/

/'stnama/

['kheemara/
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/e1/

/de1/

/[tPrein/

[e1t/

/me1/

/geim/

DIPHTHONG / aI /

[a1/

-1

/'spaida/

/]

/

ark /

/skai/

nai/

[a1z/
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DIPHTHONG / 21 /

[o1/

/bo1/

[khainz/

[o1l/

[a'no1d/

[tho1/

DIPHTHONG / 19 /

/18/

/nia/

/bia /

['r1ali/

/]

[a'p1a/

/d1a/
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|

T

"

L)
L Alid,
g s B
| | ] .

DIPHTHONG / ea /

[ea/

/tlea/

/wea/

/Oea/

/]

/hea/

VA

[‘eapait/

DIPHTHONG / Ua / (/9:/) ]

[Ua/

[{ual

['thuarist /

[phjua/

[kNjua/

/ma‘tfua/
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[au/

/gau/

na'lau /

paun/

faun/

/staun/

DIPHTHONG / au /

/[au/

/khau/

/maus/

/

naus/

7[

'mauntin/

/nau/
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A
\.\.‘.;.
N

SEMIVOWEL/ wW /

/w/

/wAn/

7[

wa:ta/

/waorl/

['winta/

/[swim/

SEMIVOWEL / | / Ao B

1= 1

/il

ljes/
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B
e
®

CONSONANT/ b /

/b/

/baut/

\\

u:ts/

/'riban/

[p"Ab/

/]

/baeg/
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CONSONANT / t / ‘

[t/

25

[thi:/

/[ta'ma:tau/

/[thaenk/

['thatleend/

[thark/

CONSONANT / d /

/d/

/[dak/

1

/'dina/

/'dpkta/

/[daad/
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CONSONANT / k /

/k/

KNirz/

N~

['khitan/

['thaeksi/

Lkhrtfin/

K"nk/

\~

CONSONANT/ g /

/gl

/gplf/
/glavz/
['a:gast/
[‘ga:dan/

[gla:s/
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CONSONANT/ m /
7 7
[M/
7 7
/MAaus/
-

/'mauntin/

/'ma:valas/

i

~-AB88 . -

A A

CONSONANT/ n /

/n/

/nart/

/nain/

/nau'vemba/

['nautbuk/

/end/
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/finga/

[ranin/

/strin/

CONSONANT/ S /

/ /

[S]/

/sAn/

/bas/

/'sandei/

/la1ts/

/sprin/
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| o

Y

o

f./.‘

-l

’

29

/]

/]

[Z]

/zu:/

i)

/'zebra/

[izi/

/w3:dz/

[p"lizz/

CONSONANT/ | /

/

/

(7

[fuzz/

/]

/

1

{eem'p"u:/

/ma‘f{iin/

/]

/

ouf/

Jphuf]
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18/

[Oriz/

/'ba:6tab/

3:0dei1/

/Beenks/

['83:sti/

CONSONANT/ O /

[0/

7[

brada/

['feda/

/ta'geda/

/Oen/

['ADa/
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Q - ®
~ o
CONSONANT / f / <>
SRl

[t/

/[frog/

/'fetmas/

[la:f/

[‘a:fta/

CONSONANT/ Vv /

/]

/v/

/veen/

[faiv/

['varalat/

[ vara'lin/

1

/'viigan/
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CONSONANT / h / v

/h/

32

/hpt/

/ha'lau/

[heet/

/ha:t/

/hil/

CONSONANT / tf / lxxxs

(]
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CONSONANT / d3 / %
/d3/
/d3za:/
[fridz/

CONSONANT/ 3 /

/

/z/

['t"'reza/

['phleza/

['meza/

/beiz/

[jurzuali/
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r/

/red/

L

peerat/

/rein/

/grizn/

/rais/

CONSONANT/ | /

11 1

[1/

/'arlsau/
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CHOOSING THE CORRECT OPTION

1) Read the text below. What is the text about?

My name is John and I'm a university
student. I'm 22 vyears old and | am
studying English. | love to read books and
learn new words. English is not my first
language, so sometimes it's hard, but |
enjoy the challenge. | like to practice my
English by watching movies and TV
shows. My dream is to become an English
teacher and | hope to study abroad one

day and visit different countries.

2) Circle the correct transcribed word and complete the text.

My name is John

/ mail

1z dzpn /

a [yieTr/
b. me\m|
c. /MeIm/

/®naima ju:ni'v3stti

and I'm a university student.

a. [ 's'tJ'ui dant/

AL 'stjuﬁDaﬁt/

c. / 'siJ Udant/
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> [auld]

" [yuld/
© Jauld/f

I’'m 22 years old

/ aim ‘twenti tu: j1az /

and | am studying English. ) l I‘)gllj/

b

/ an aim 'staditn / ' /'I'Dglljl
- /'i\jgllﬂ

Q

-/ buks/
- [bUKs/
[RuUks/

| love to read books

(on

/arlavtarid /

(@]

and learn new words.

/an 3:n nju: /

* Jw3dz/
" |verdy/
c. I\JBAt/
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/'1nglif 1z not mar f3:st

English is not my first language,

a. [ |3QDS\NId3(

/ b. l\\a\DSWIJB/

so sometimes it's hard,

/ $9U 'samtaimz 1ts /
but | enjoy the challenge.
/ bat a1 1n'dzp1 'tfeelondz /

c. /I |&NV\LT_C13/

" Ihard|
[\acdf
' /qu/

* /%e/

[ daf
[ B/

(on

(@]

(on

(@]

| like to practice my English

/ a1 laik ta mat ‘nglif /

* [praectTs/
b ['Prektrs|
¢ /'Praekhs/
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by watching movies and TV shows. a / ' mwV [ 2__/

/ bar 'wotfin an ti:'vi: fovz / b. /lmU\“Z,/
" [vouVi/

My dream is to become an English teacher a. /dk\m/
/ mar 1z to bi'kam an ‘inglif 'tiitfe / b. / Ar-l \,“/
C.
| 3riw [
and | hope to study abroad one day a. /J T /
/ an a1 haup ta 'stadi a'bra:d wan / b. /a'Q \/
C. / ‘cle—-[/
and visit different countries. ° > \g bT\t /
/ an 'vizrt ‘kantriz / b , ' J 1?3\’3\'\’(/
C.

harFarnt/

*  3)Reflect on the wrong options. Which are the most common
- mistakes?




