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IPAgraphy 

INTRODUCTION 

What is IPA? 

IPA stands for INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ASSOCIATION. It is an international association 

established in 1887 in Paris. The aim of the IPA is to promote the scientific study of the 

sound systems of the world’s languages.  

 

What is the IPA phonetic alphabet? 

The international phonetic alphabet is a set of symbols which represent the speech sounds 

used by speakers all over the world. These speech sounds are represented by means of the 

IPA phonetic symbols. Using the IPA alphabet makes it possible to represent the different 

sound qualities and to compare them with greater precision. 

 

What is IPAgraphy? 

IPAgraphy is a term we have coined for this booklet and stands for “calligraphy of the IPA 

phonetic symbols”.   

 

What is the aim of this booklet?  

This booklet aims at helping students get used to a clear and accurate transcription of the 

IPA phonetic symbols.   

Each of the symbols you will find in the exercises represents one and only one English 

SOUND, with a unique quality. That’s why it is so important to write the symbol with its 

exact shape. A different shape might represent a different sound. 

 

How is the booklet organised? 

The first section – Tracing phonetic symbols – consists of the presentation of each of the 

English sounds of speech in a real English word. The word is presented by means of a picture 

and its spelling. Next to it, you will find dotted lines and arrows that will guide you in the 

process of drawing the phonetic symbol accurately. Finally, you will make the phonetic 

transcription of the word.  
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The second section – Transcribing words – consists of the transcription of other English 

words containing the symbol in focus. In this case, you should repeat the transcription of 

the word as many times as necessary to complete the line. 

The third section – Choosing the correct option – aims at warning students about what they 

should NOT do when transcribing ordinary spelling into phonetic symbols. In this regard, we 

would like to share some tips with you: 

 Pay attention to the position of the symbol with respect to the line – check whether 

the symbol should go above or below the line and make sure the symbol does not 

go beyond the upper line, so that it doesn’t overlap with other symbols you wrote. 

 Don’t use capital letters when transcribing phonetic symbols. Remember that 

phonetic symbols represent sounds in oral speech (capital letters are of no use in 

speech). Capital letters, as well as punctuation marks, are tools used in writing. 

 Don’t forget to mark stresses in words that have more than one syllable. The stress 

mark should be placed before the stressed syllable, as in the word phonetic 

/fəˈnetɪk/. 

 Make sure you don’t mix up ordinary spelling with phonetic symbols. 

 

 

 

                    Let’s get started! 

. 

 
  

Hancock, McD. (2017). Pronunciation Workouts PronPack 1. 

p.. 15. Chester, UK: Hancock McDonald ELT. 
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TRACING PHONETIC SYMBOLS 
 

1) PURE VOWELS: Complete the chart below. 

Guess  
Spelling 

Look at the 
Phonetic Symbol 

Dot the Phonetic 
Symbol 

Draw the 
Phonetic Symbol 

Transcribe  
the Word 

 

sh __ __ p 

 


 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 



sh __ p 

 


 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 



happ __ 

 


 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 ˈ


s __n 

 


  

 
 
 

 




c __t 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



h__ __ __t 
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b__ __ k 

 


  

 
 
 

 


 

m __ __ n 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



  y __ __ 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 

   j  


s __ ck 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 




b __ ll 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



g __ __ l 
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2) DIPHTHONGS: Complete the chart below. 
 

 

 
t __  n 

 


  

 
 
 

 



wat__ __  

 


 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 ˈw


Guess  
Spelling 

Look at the 
Phonetic Symbol 

Dot the 
Phonetic 
Symbol 

Draw the 
Phonetic Symbol 

Transcribe  
the Word 

c __ ke 
 

 


  

 
 
 

 

 


b __ ke 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 




 
b __ y 
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b __ __ __d 
 

 


  

 
 
 

 



p__ __ __  
 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



 
t __ __ __  

 

 


  

 
 
 

 



c __ __ t 
 

 


  

 
 
 

 



h__ __ se 
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3) SEMIVOWELS: Complete the chart below. 

 

 
4) CONSONANTS: Complete the chart below. 

 

Guess  
Spelling 

Look at the 
Phonetic Symbol 

Dot the Phonetic 
Symbol 

Draw the 
Phonetic Symbol 

Transcribe  
the Word 

 
__ ine 

 

 



  

 
 
 

 



 

 __ am 

 


  

 
 
 

 



Guess  
Spelling 

Look at the 
Phonetic Symbol 

Dot the Phonetic 
Symbol 

Draw the 
Phonetic Symbol 

Transcribe  
the Word 

 

   __ en 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 



__ ed 
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__ oy 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



__ oor 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



__ ey 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



__ oat 
 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



swi__  

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



__ ut 
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ri__ __  

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



bu__  
 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



bu__ __ 
 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



__ __ oe 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



__ __ree 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



__ __is 
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__ish 

 


  

 
 
 

 



__ et 
 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



__ at 

 


  

 
 
 

 



__ __ air 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



__ am 

 


  

 
 
 

 



bei__ __ 
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4) LET’S GUESS: What words do these pictures represent? How are these words pronounced? The 
IPA Chart will help you! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

__ ain 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 



__ ight 

 


  

 
 
 

 



Hancock, McD. (2017). Pronunciation Workouts PronPack 1. 

p.. 18. Chester, UK: Hancock McDonald ELT. 
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TRANSCRIBING WORDS 

PURE VOWEL 
















 

PURE VOWEL 

 













 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Facultad de Lenguas                                                                                    Profesorado y Traductorado  en Inglés       
  Universidad Nacional del Comahue                                                  Introducción a la Lengua Inglesa: Dicción        13 

 



PURE VOWEL 


















PURE VOWEL 
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PURE VOWEL 


















PURE VOWEL 
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PURE VOWEL 


















PURE VOWEL 
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PURE VOWEL 









 

 

 

 

 

 

PURE VOWEL 
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PURE VOWEL 

 



















PURE VOWEL 
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PURE VOWEL 

 



















PURE VOWEL 















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Facultad de Lenguas                                                                                    Profesorado y Traductorado  en Inglés       
  Universidad Nacional del Comahue                                                  Introducción a la Lengua Inglesa: Dicción        19 

 

DIPHTHONG 

 



















 DIPHTHONG  















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Facultad de Lenguas                                                                                    Profesorado y Traductorado  en Inglés       
  Universidad Nacional del Comahue                                                  Introducción a la Lengua Inglesa: Dicción        20 

 

DIPHTHONG 

 



















 DIPHTHONG 
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DIPHTHONG 

 


















 DIPHTHONG 
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 DIPHTHONG 



















DIPHTHONG 
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SEMIVOWEL 

 


















 SEMIVOWEL 
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CONSONANT 

 



















 CONSONANT 
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CONSONANT 

 



















 CONSONANT 
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CONSONANT 

 



















 CONSONANT 
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CONSONANT 

 


















 CONSONANT 















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Facultad de Lenguas                                                                                    Profesorado y Traductorado  en Inglés       
  Universidad Nacional del Comahue                                                  Introducción a la Lengua Inglesa: Dicción        28 

 

CONSONANT 

 



















 CONSONANT 
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CONSONANT 

 


















 CONSONANT 
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CONSONANT 

 


















 CONSONANT 
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CONSONANT 

 


















 CONSONANT 
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CONSONANT 

 



















 CONSONANT 
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CONSONANT 

 



















 CONSONANT 
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CONSONANT 

 

















CONSONANT 
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CHOOSING THE CORRECT OPTION 
 

1) Read the text below. What is the text about? 
 

My name is John and I’m a university 
student. I’m 22 years old and I am 
studying English.  I love to read books and 
learn new words. English is not my first 
language, so sometimes it's hard, but I 
enjoy the challenge. I like to practice my 
English by watching movies and TV 
shows. My dream is to become an English 
teacher and I hope to study abroad one 
day and visit different countries. 

 
 
 
 

2) Circle the correct transcribed word and complete the text. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

a. 
 

 
b.  

 

c.  
 

a. 
 

 
b. 

 
 

c. 
 

 

My name is John  
 

/ maɪ ________________ ɪz dʒɒn /  
 

and I’m a university student.  

 

/ ən aɪm ə ˌjuːnɪˈvɜːsɪti ______________________ / 
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a. 
 

b. 

 
c. 

 

a. 

 
b. 

 
c. 

 

a. 

 

b. 

 

c. 

 

a. 

 

b. 

 

c. 
 

I’m 22 years old  
 

/ aɪm ˈtwenti tuː jɪəz ______________ / 

and I am studying English.  

 

/ ən aɪm ˈstʌdiɪŋ _______________ / 
 
 

I love to read books  
 

/ aɪ lʌv tə riːd _______________ /  
 

and learn new words. 
 

/ ən lɜːn njuː _________________ / 
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a. 
 

b. 

 
c. 

 

a. 

 
b. 

 
c. 

 

a. 
 

b. 
 

c. 

 

a. 
 

b. 
 

c. 

 

English is not my first language,  
 

/ˈɪŋɡlɪʃ ɪz nɒt maɪ fɜːst ____________________ /  

so sometimes it's hard, 

/ səʊ ˈsʌmtaɪmz ɪts ______________/  
 

but I enjoy the challenge.  

/ bət aɪ ɪnˈdʒɔɪ ________ˈtʃæləndʒ / 
 

I like to practice my English  
 

/ aɪ laɪk tə ___________ maɪ ˈɪŋɡlɪʃ / 
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3) Reflect on the wrong options. Which are the most common 
mistakes?  
 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

a. 

 

b. 

 

c. 

 

a. 

 

b. 

 
c. 

 

a. 
 

b. 
 

c. 
 

a. 
 

b. 
 

c. 

 

by watching movies and TV shows.  

 

/ baɪ ˈwɒtʃɪŋ ________________ ən ˌtiːˈviː ʃəʊz / 
 

My dream is to become an English teacher  

 

/ maɪ ______________ ɪz tə biˈkʌm ən ˈɪŋɡlɪʃ ˈtiːtʃə / 
 

and I hope to study abroad one day  
 

/ ən aɪ həʊp tə ˈstʌdi əˈbrɔːd wʌn ___________ / 
 

and visit different countries. 

 

/ ən ˈvɪzɪt _________________ ˈkʌntriz / 
 


